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PROCEDURE - EFFECT OF NONPAYMENT OF 

COURT FEES

In the course of considering whether a matter should be 

transferred from the High Court to the commercial list, the Court 

held that it had the jurisdiction to stay a claim on its own initiative 

where it turned out that neither party had been paying the court 

fees at the rate prescribed by the Commercial Claims (Fees) 

Order, 2011. The Court justified the stay as necessary to give 

effect to Section 8 of the Courts of Justice Fees Act (Cap 202) 

which required that documents ought not to be received, filed 

used or admissible in evidence if it does not bear the appropriate 

stamp. The Court found that the Court clearly had the jurisdiction 

to prevent the further prosecution of proceedings that were, in 

effect, an abuse of the Courts process until the defaults were 

cured.  

Founded in 1928, Conyers Dill & Pearman is an international law firm advising on the laws of 

Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands and Mauritius. With a global network that 

includes 130 lawyers spanning eight offices worldwide, Conyers provides responsive, 

sophisticated, solution-driven legal advice to clients seeking specialised expertise on corporate 

and commercial, litigation, restructuring and insolvency, and private client and trust matters. 

Conyers is affiliated with the Codan group of companies, which provide a range of trust, corporate 

secretarial, accounting and management services. 

 

This article is not intended to be a substitute for legal advice or a legal opinion. It deals in broad 

terms only and is intended to merely provide a brief overview and give general information. 

 

 

 


