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BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 
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Star Reefers Pool Inc -v- Jfc Group Co Ltd ENFORCEMENT OF JUDGMENTS - SUBMISSION 

TO FOREIGN JURISDICTION

This was an Application made without notice to register a money 

Judgment of the English High Court in the British Virgin Islands. 

The issue was whether the Applicant could be said to have 

voluntarily appeared or otherwise submitted or agreed to submit 

to the jurisdiction of the English Court. If it did not then since the 

Respondent neither carried on business nor was ordinarily 

resident in England, Section 3(2)(b) of the Reciprocal 

Enforcement of Judgments Act, 1922 (Cap 65) would preclude 

registration.  

The Court concluded that the Respondent had submitted to the 

jurisdiction of the High Court of England by actively participating 

in post-judgment freezing order proceedings taken by the 

Applicant. In doing so it applied Paragraph 14-067 of Dicey, 

Morris & Collins, The Conflicts of Law, 14th Edn., which states 

that such an intervention would constitute submission. More 

importantly the Court held that acknowledging service and 

seeking unsuccessfully to challenge jurisdiction to argue forum 

could not be seen as submission to the jurisdiction. In so doing 

the Court declined to follow the decisions in Harris -v- Taylor 

[1915] 2 KB 580 and Henry -v- Geopresco [1976] 1 QB 726.  

The Court held that since these authorities were no longer part of 

the laws of England, having been abrogated by the United 

Kingdom Civil Jurisdiction and Judgments Act 1982, and were 

now “dead letters in the jurisdiction in which they previously 

applied”, they would not be introduced in the law in the BVI, as 

such an archaic rule would “throw English and BVI practice and 

procedure out of alignment”. He held Section 11 of the Eastern 

Caribbean Supreme Court (Virgin Islands) Act encouraged 

uniformity in the law and practice between the jurisdictions and it 

would be a “retrograde step and contrary to the spirit of these 

provisions of our legislation, for me to introduce into the law the 

BVI rules which ceased to be part of the law of England thirty 

years ago”.  

A possible effect of this finding may be that any previous 

decision or line of authority in England, which has now been 

superseded by legislative developments, may not be applied in 

the BVI by the Commercial Court. This is a significant 

development indeed. 

Founded in 1928, Conyers Dill & Pearman is an international law firm advising on the laws of 

Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands and Mauritius. With a global network that 

includes 130 lawyers spanning eight offices worldwide, Conyers provides responsive, 

sophisticated, solution-driven legal advice to clients seeking specialised expertise on corporate 

and commercial, litigation, restructuring and insolvency, and private client and trust matters. 

Conyers is affiliated with the Codan group of companies, which provide a range of trust, corporate 

secretarial, accounting and management services. 

 

This article is not intended to be a substitute for legal advice or a legal opinion. It deals in broad 

terms only and is intended to merely provide a brief overview and give general information. 

 

 

 

 

 


